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Part 1:  Why is Isaac Newton so famous? 

Isaac Newton is famous due to his discoveries in the physical sciences.  He is internationally 

recognized as one of the greatest scientists who ever lived.  

 

In 1687 Newton published the Principia which outlined his discoveries relating to the three laws 

of motion and the law of universal gravitation. (Pask,2019)  Three hundred years later, Stephen 

Hawking described the Principia as: 

 

 “the most important single work ever published in the physical sciences” (Hawking,1987) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newton’s 3 laws of motion and mathematical discoveries were used by NASA with the Apollo 

moon landings. (NASA, 2021) 

Principia was the name given to British astronaut Tim Peake's six-month mission on the Interna-

tional Space Station, from Dec 2015 to June 2016.  
(The European Space Agency, 2021) 

NASA StarChild image of Stephen Hawking 

“Newton’s Principia is a  book of mathematical principles 

applied to nature insofar as nature is revealed by experi-

ments and observation.  As such, it is a treatise based on 

evidence.  Never before had a treatise on natural philosophy 

so depended on an examination of numerical predictions 

and numerical evidence.” (Cohen, 1999) 

Nobel laureate Steven Weinberg wrote:   

“All that has happened since 1687 is a gloss on the Principia.” (Weinberg, 1987) 

Newton scholar Bernard Cohen wrote:   



 

 

Keynes Ms. 7 “A Short Scheme of the True Religion”  

 
Of Atheism 
 
Atheism is so senseless & odious to mankind that it never had many professors. Can it be by 
accident that all birds beasts & men have their right side & left side alike shaped (except in their 
bowels) & just two eyes & no more on either side the face & just two ears on either side the 
head & a nose with two holes & no more between the eyes & one mouth under the nose & ei-
ther two fore legs or two wings or two arms on the shoulders & two legs on the hips one on ei-
ther side & no more? Whence arises this uniformity in all their outward shapes but from the 
counsel & contrivance of an Author?  
 
Whence is it that the eyes of all sorts of living creatures are transparent to the very bottom & 
the only transparent members in the body, having on the outside an hard transparent skin, & 
within transparent juices with a crystalline Lens in the middle & a pupil before the Lens all of 
them so truly shaped & fitted for vision, that no Artist can mend them?  
 
Did blind chance know that there was light & what was its refraction & fit the eyes of all crea-
tures after the most curious manner to make use of it?  
 
These & such like considerations always have & ever will prevail with mankind to believe that 
there is a being who made all things & has all things in his power & who is therefore to be 
feared. 
 

 

(The original handwritten manuscript is held by Cambridge University Library) 

 

Summary: 
 
Newton describes atheism as: “senseless & odious”.  He attributes the uniformity 
in animal shapes as due to the “counsel & contrivance of an Author.”   
 
Newton refers to the existence of the refraction of light and the way in which the 
eyes make use of light as demonstrating that this could not be due to blind 
chance.   

1. What did Newton write about— 

 a Creator? 



 

 

 

Whence is it that Nature doth nothing in vain & whence arises all that beauty that we see in 
the world?  .... 

How come the bodies of animals to be contrived with so much art, & for what ends were their 
several parts?  Was the eye contrived without skill in Opticks or the ear without the 
knowledge of sounds?  How do the motions of the body follow from the will, and whence is 
the instinct in animals? .... 

Does it not appear from phenomena that there is a Being incorporeal living intelligent, omni-
present, who in infinite space, as it were in his sensory, sees the things themselves intimately 
& thoroughly perceives them and comprehends them wholly by their immediate presence to 
himself … And tho’ every true step made in this Philosophy brings us not immediately to the 
knowledge of the first cause, yet it brings us nearer to it, & on that account is to be highly val-
ued. 

Summary: 

At the end of his work Opticks (1704) Newton concludes by asking a series of questions relat-
ing to the beauty, art and design in nature and the existence of:  “a Being ... living intelligent” 
who made all things. 

The original handwritten copy of Newton’s Opticks can be accessed at the Cambridge Digital Library website. 

1.  What did Newton write about — 

a Creator? 



 

 

Transcription of Yahuda Ms 1.1, 1r & 2r: 

“Let me therefore beg of thee not to trust to the opinion of any man concerning 

these things, for so it is great odds but thou shalt be deceived.  Much less ought-

est thou to rely upon the judgment of the multitude, for so thou shall certainly be 

deceived.  But search the scriptures thy self and that by frequent reading & con-

stant meditation upon what thou readest & earnest prayer to God to enlighten 

thine understanding if thou desirest to find the truth. Which if thou shalt at length 

attain thou wilt value above all other treasures in the world by reason of the as-

surance & vigour it will add to thy faith and steady satisfaction to thy mind, which 

he only can know how to estimate who shall experience it.” 

2. What did Newton write about —  

the Bible? 

Summary: 

Newton wrote:  “search the scriptures ... to find the truth.”  He stated that a per-
son who found the truth of the scriptures would value this truth “above all other 
treasures in the world” giving “satisfaction to thy mind.”   

Yahuda Ms 1.1, folio 1r and 2r,  

The National Library of Israel, Jerusalem, Israel 



 

 

 (3)    What did Newton write about — 

God? 

Summary: 

Newton used the name Jehovah in his writings. He wrote that the name is given 

to none but the “true God” and is “the name of the eternal and supreme God”. 

Yahuda Ms. 21, “Exposition on 2 Kings 17:15,16,” folio 5r 

The National Library of Israel, Jerusalem, Israel.   

Transcript of Yahuda Ms. 21, folio 5r: 

“… whom they carried away from thence. Now the Lord which these nations were here taught 
to fear was most plainly the true God: first because the name by which he is called in the He-
brew is Jehovah a name given to none but the true God: for in verse 28 it is said that one of 
the Priests whom they carried away from Samaria came & dwelt in Samaria & taught them 
how they should fear Jehovah, & in verse 32 So they feared Jehovah & made unto them-
selves of the lowest of them priests, & in verse 33 they feared Jehovah & served their own 
Gods & lastly in verse 41 So these nations feared Jehovah & served their graven images.” 

Yahuda Ms. 16.2, The National Library of Israel, Jerusalem 

 

Translation of above sentence written in Latin in Yahuda Ms 16.2: 

“Jehovah, whom the Greeks, Called Iao and the Latins Jao-pater or Jupiter, was the name of 

the eternal and supreme God”. 



 

 

 (6)    What did Newton write about — 

the condition of the dead? 

Summary: 

Newton wrote that: “the first Christians placed all the dead in Hades .... the land of 
darkness & silence.”  He also wrote that for “them that sleep” the “interval between 
death and the resurrection” will seem like it was just “a moment” when they are 
eventually resurrected.   

“Paradoxical Questions concerning the morals & actions of Athanasius & his followers” 

William Andrews Clark Memorial Library, UCLA 

Transcription of “Paradoxical Questions”  

“Now according to the tenour of these texts of scripture the first Christians placed all the dead in 

Hades, that is, not in hell as we corruptly translate the word, but in the land of darkness & si-

lence as the old testament sometimes expresseth it.” 

 

Transcription of “Paradoxical Questions”  

(marginal note):  

 

“considering that the interval be-

tween death & the resurrection 

is to them that sleep & perceive 

it not, a moment.” 
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